
ROCK CYCLE TEST QUALIFYING SHEET 

INSTRUCTIONS:  On your own paper, write at least three sentences explaining the answer for 

each question.  Write out the question, skip a line, then answer the question.  YOU WILL NOT 

BE ALLOWED TO RETAKE THIS QUIZ IF THE DIRECTIONS ARE NOT FOLLOWED TO THE LETTER. 

You may need to use the POWERPOINT and study guide that was given for this quiz that is on 

my website. 

 

1. What is the process of heating and cooling of rock that causes it to crack into smaller 

pieces?  Give an example on this process. 

 

2. When two tectonic plates collide, they either form mountains or a land depression.  

What are these two events called and where would you find each? 

 

3. Where would the best place to find an igneous rock?  If it was to turn into a 

sedimentary rock, what would need to happen? 

 

4. Basalt and granite are both igneous rocks.  What is the difference in how they were 

formed? 

 

5. For any rock to turn into a metamorphic rock it must go through a specific process.  

Describe what an igneous and metamorphic rock must go through before it can be 

metamorphic. 

 

6. What is the main reason for a sand pile to move from one location to another? Give an 

example. 

 

7. Describe what happens in a rift zone? 

 

8. A volcano erupts and the ash falls back to Earth.  If the ash collects in a small 

depression on the Earth’s surface, what would that be called.  Explain the same 

process if it occurred during erosion. 

 

9. Acid rain is more acidic than regular rain.  Explain if it would cause more or less 

weathering than normal rain. 

 

10. Explain the difference between uplift and subsidence.  Give examples. 

 



11. Explain how the sedimentary rock formed in the Grand Canyon. 

 

12. A round rock found in a stream is evidence of erosion.  Explain what would cause this 

round rock to form. 

 

13. What causes a rift zone? 

 

14. What has to happen for a metamorphic rock to change into a sedimentary rock? 

 

15. What are the two processes that occur when a glacier moves across rock?  Explain. 

 

16. What are the properties or characteristics of a sedimentary rock? 

 

17. Rock can melt.  If a metamorphic rock becomes heated enough to melt, what does it 

turn into?  The answer is not igneous.  

 

 

 


